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Dear Colleagues,

In contemporary plural democracies there is a constant tension between two ways
of understanding the construction of society: a universalist view that seeks
universal common values beyond any particular tradition, and a communitarian
view that seeks to preserve the identity and full meaning of the particular lifestyles
of different moral and religious communities within plural societies giving less
importance to the construction of these. At the same time, this tension and
alternative obviously fully touches the different religious traditions and, therefore,
Christianity and Islam.

This tension was formulated in the 1980s and 1990s with the debate between
liberals and communitarians in the field of political philosophy. Today the tension
continues with new nuances, and, above all, with a stronger tendency towards
particularism and stronger nationalism. An example of this is the current strong
skepticism about the possibility of having rules of coexistence accepted by all,
especially in the field of international law, and the struggle for identity.

Within themselves, Christianity and Islam have the same tension. In both traditions
there is a dimension of universality since they understand themselves as universal
religions with a claim to truth. At the same time, both traditions seek to generate
spaces of community life with a shared style and values that do not necessarily
have to be accepted by the rest of the plural society. The clarification of this point
therefore also has intra-religious implications for each of the traditions.

This situation raises fundamental questions: Should the religious traditions,
Christianity and Islam, accept modifications in them to facilitate the assumption of
shared values in a plural society, to what extent should Christianity and Islam seek
to defend their values and identity in a society whose shared values are increasingly
distant from those of these religious traditions? Is it possible to put a limit to the
'search for and defense of one's own identity', is it possible to impose shared ethical
values on a religious tradition, how can religious traditions appropriate social
values that have not sprung from their sources, what ethical references do we have
to build a shared morality of plural societies?
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