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The relationship between secularity and religion has been the object of some of the most 
complex and persistent intellectual debates in recent years. In a global context characterized 
by growing cultural and religious plurality and the resurgence of religious identities in the 
public sphere, the concept of postsecularity has emerged as a key perspective to understand 
the intersection between the secular and the religious in our contemporary societies. 
Philosophy and other social sciences continue to look into the boundaries and essence of 
religion, spirituality, and beliefs and their role in the public sphere to promote humanizing 
religious dynamics that contribute to the common good and avoid those that lead to 
sectarian behaviors.   

 

This conference aims to explore the contribution of religions to socio-cultural 
transformation, a central theme in the postsecular era. While classical secularization 
theories suggested a withdrawal of religion from the public sphere, what we observe today 
is the transformative and dynamic role of religions in social and cultural changes. Religions 
influence not only individual moral perspectives and practices but also collective values, 
politics, and public institutions, reshaping interpersonal relationships and frameworks for 
coexistence. 

 

The concept of postsecularity, coined by thinkers such as Jürgen Habermas and Charles 
Taylor, invites us to rethink the role of religion not only as a private experience but also as a 
significant actor in the public sphere in a world that has not fully followed the path to 
complete secularization, contrary to what some classical theories predicted.   

 

This conference seeks to bring together academics, researchers, and professionals from 
diverse disciplines to reflect critically and interdisciplinarily on the multiple challenges and 
opportunities that the postsecular era poses to the dynamics between religion and 
secularity, with a special emphasis on the role of religion as a force for socio-cultural 
transformation. We especially invite contributions that examine this phenomenon from 



various fields of knowledge: philosophy, sociology, theology, political science, cultural 
studies, law, history, and anthropology.   

 

Congress presenters will be invited to submit their final papers after the event for possible 
publication in an indexed international journal, where the contributions will be subject to 
peer-review.  

 

Thematic Areas:   

Proposals may address, but are not limited to, the following topics. We also welcome 
presenting recently published books on these or related topics. Proposals will be assessed 
by the scientific committee for possible inclusion in the final program. The areas and 
thematic panels are as follows, and your contribution must be assigned to one of them:   

 

1. Postsecularity Theory: Definitions, critiques, and contributions to the contemporary 
understanding of the phenomenon. Analysis of the interaction between religion and the 
public sphere in the global era. The role of religious beliefs in policy design in secular 
societies.   

2. Religion, Religions, Spiritualities, and Beliefs: Analysis of religion, its boundaries, its 
humanizing or dehumanizing potential, and its differences with spiritualities. Analysis of the 
richness of particular religions in the search for a more just society: Islam, Judaism, 
Christianity, Eastern religions. The relationship between religion and ethics.   

3. Religious Pluralism, Spirituality, and Secularism: Tensions and coexistences in democratic 
contexts regarding diverse religious manifestations. The relationship between religion and 
the individual in the framework of a postsecular society. Religion and socio-cultural, political 
and economic processes.   

4. Religion, Art, Law, and Culture in the Postsecular Era: Representations and 
transformations in cultural production. Conflicts, harmonization, and legal challenges in a 
postsecular world.   

5. Postsecularity and Jesuit Formation: Dialogue and discernment on the impact and 
possibilities of postsecularity in Jesuit university formation.   

6. Other Panels or Book Presentations: If an institution or group of researchers is interested 
in presenting its own panel on a specific topic, they are welcome to do so. We can also 
accommodate presentations of recently published books that address the conference’s 
themes.   

 

Submission Format: 

Interested participants should submit a proposal summary (maximum 300 words) along with 
a brief academic biography (maximum 150 words) to the following emails: 
isepulveda@uloyola.es ; zespinosa@uloyola.es . Proposals must be submitted by March 2, 
2025.   
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Important Dates: 

- Deadline for proposal submissions: March 2nd, 2025   

- Notification of acceptance: March 23th, 2025   

- Conference: June 12th-13th, 2025   

 

Languages: 

Presentations can be in Spanish and English.   

Contact: Ignacio Sepúlveda (isepulveda@uloyola.es) and Zaida Espinosa 
(zespinosa@uloyola.es).   
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